
1 
 

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT 
Regular Scheduled Meeting 
Thursday, January 17, 2019 

7:00 PM 
 

Members Present 
Mitchell St. Clair Jeffery White 

Andy Olsen Steven Fuchs 
Richard McDonald 

 
Members Absent 
Stanley Friedman 

Tim Cashion 
 

Others Present 
Glen Moore, Planning Administrator 

Jessica Green, Administrative Support 
 

 
I. Opening of the meeting 
The Chairman called the meeting to order. 

 
II. Invocation 
A moment of silence meditation was taken. 

 
III. Roll Call 
A silent roll call was taken by staff. 

 
IV. Old Business 

 
1.  None 

 
V. New Business 

 
1.  A request has been made by Mr. James LaPann, acting as agent for Verizon Wireless, for 

a Special Uses Permit to allow construction and operation of a 174’ monopole cellular 
tower on the northwest side of Windley Road, tax parcel number 5667-90-9020 as 
provided under Section 40-93 Table of Uses.  The property is currently zoned B-2 
(Business) and requires a Special Use Permit in order to construct the tower. 

 
Mr. James LaPann came forward and was sworn in.  He explained that he is a zoning 
specialist and explained his job.  Mr. LaPann spoke about the need for this cell tower in 
this particular location.  He explained that currently there is not cell phone service in 
that area and it is considered a dead zone, but this cell tower will change that.  Mr. 
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LaPann stated that they do comply with all of the development requirements.  He stated 
that safety is a big thing.  He explained that no one will be able to access the tower or 
climb the tower.  He explained that a locked 8ft fence will be constructed around the 
tower.  He then spoke about what would happen in the instance of a large storm and 
the tower fails.  He explained that the tower will be engineered to fall within 45ft of the 
cell tower.  He explained that there will be a fail point and the tower will fold in and fall 
within that 45ft.  Mr. LaPann stated that the tower will also be tall enough that they can 
put other providers on the tower and the signal will reach a decent amount of area.  He 
stated that the tower would be 174’ to the tallest point of the tower, but the tower 
itself is 165’ and then it has a 9’ lighting rod that sits on top.  He explained that the 
proposed height does not require any lighting from the FAA and they plan to landscape 
around the outside of the fence.  He stated that it will be unmanned and there will be 
very little traffic on that spot.     
 
Steven Fuchs asked about the lease.  Mr. LaPann explained that it would be at least a 
20-year lease.  He explained that it is a 100x100 area with an access road.  Mitchell St. 
Clair asked about guide wires.  Mr. LaPann explained that the tower will not have any 
guide wires it will just be a vertical monopole steal tower.     
 
The Chairman opened the floor and no one came forward to speak for or against the 
request.  Glen Moore came forward and presented the findings of fact. 
 
Richard McDonald made the following motion:  I move that the Board grant the request 
for a Special Use Permit to Verizon Wireless for the construction of a monopole cell 
tower on the property located at Windley Road, tax parcel number 5667-90-9020 based 
on the stated findings of fact and conditions: 1 through 8.  Jeffery White seconded the 
motion and all voted in favor.   

 
2.  A request has been made by Mr. James LaPann, acting as agent for Verizon Wireless, for 

a Variance from Section 40-357 of the City of Washington Zoning Ordinance from the 
dimensional requirements (height) in order to construct a 174’ monopole cellular tower 
on the northwest side of Windley Road, tax parcel number 5667-90-9020.  The property 
is currently zoned B-2 (Business) and requires a Variance in order to construct a tower 
over 25 feet. 

 
Mr. Moore explained that this is a Variance for the same tower.  He stated that the 
request is for a 174’ monopole and the site is in a B2 Business District.  He explained 
that the maximum height in B2 is 25 feet, so the applicant requires a Variance of 149’ to 
construct the tower.   
 
Mr. LaPann resubmitted the map he previously presented showing the need for the 
service in this area.  He talked about the heights of other towers he had worked on and 
he stated that the smaller tower was 35’.  He stated that the standard tower is 194’ plus 
the lighting rod, so in this particular case they are not using the highest tower.  He 
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explained that this tower will cover a very wide area and it was determined that a 174’ 
tower was needed.  He explained that Verizon has a duty to provided coverage in this 
area and if they used a small tower there would be big holes in the coverage area.  He 
stated that with the research and the maps presented he didn’t feel they could go any 
lower than the 174’. 
 
The Chairman opened the floor for any one who wished to speak for or against the 
request and no one came forward.  Glen Moore came forward and presented the 
findings of fact.  

 
Andy Olsen made the following motion:  I move that the Board grant the request for a 
Variance to Verizon Wireless for the construction of a monopole cell tower with a height 
of 174’ on the property located at Windley Road, tax parcel number 5667-90-9020 
based on the stated findings of fact:  1 through 6.  Jeffery White seconded the motion 
and all voted in favor. 

 
VI. Other Business 

 
1.  Jim Bilbro- Notice of Decision 

 
Jeffery White made a motion to approve the Notice of Decision.  His motion was seconded 
by Andy Olsen.  All voted in favor and the motion carried. 

 
VII. Approval of minutes 
Mitchell St. Clair made a motion to approve the December minutes.  Andy Olsen seconded the 
motion and all voted in favor. 
 
VIII. Adjourn 
There being no other business Andy Olsen made a motion to adjourn.  Jeffery White seconded the 
motion and all voted in favor. 


